
The Mining power plants

The mercury mine from the second half of the 19th century up to the end of the Second World 
War was subjected to numerous technical, technological and organizational 
changes/modifications. The Idrija mine always integrated state-of-the-art techniques and thus 
the water turbines were replaced by the water wheels already in the year 1903. 

The Mining power plants of the company Soške elektrarne are the following:
- ���W�K�H���+�3�3���3�H�þ�Q�L�N
-  the HPP Mesto
-  the HPP Marof

�7�K�H���+�3�3���3�H�þ�Q�L�N

�:�L�W�K���W�K�H���E�D�U�U�D�J�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���3�H�N�O�H�Q�V�N�L���S�R�W�R�N���V�W�U�H�D�P���X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���3�H�þ�Q�L�ã�N�L���P�L�O�O�V���Q�H�D�U���6�S�R�G�Q�M�D���,�G�U�L�M�D��
in the year 1901, the Idrija mercury mine started with the construction of the first mining 
power plant –�� �W�K�H�� �+�3�3���3�H�þ�Q�L�N���� �7�K�H�� �S�R�Z�H�U���S�O�D�Q�W���V�W�D�U�W�H�G�� �R�S�H�U�D�W�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �\�H�D�U�� ������������ �'�X�U�L�Q�J��
the Second World War the Partisans blasted and destroyed it completely. The power plant 
was reconditioned in the year 1953.

The mining power plant was closed in 1971 due to the too high maintenance costs in 
comparison to the then low electrical energy prices. Ten years later the company Soške 
elektrarne started the necessary preparations for its reopening. Part of the old facilities was 
reutilized, but the power house, part of the high-pressure pipe-line and the headrace tunnel 
facilities had to be built anew. The power plant started operating in the year 1983.

The HPP Mesto

In the year 1909, for the necessities of the Idrija mine, the HPP Mesto was built on the left 
bank of the Idrijca River. The HPP Mesto, due to the low water affluence, was first thought to 
be a combined hydro-thermic power plant, as also diesel motors were gradually installed. In 
the following years buildings were added step-by-step.

In the year 1948 a huge flood destroyed the Kobila dam and the water couldn’t be supplied 
over the so-called “Rake” – water channels. Two years later a new, today still functioning, 
turbine was built into the power plant. After the earthquake in the year 1976 the building has 
been entirely refurbished.
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The HPP Marof

The plans for the construction of the mining power plant Marof were elaborated already at 
the times of the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy, but due to the First World War the plans were 
not actualized. The power plant was completed by the Italians in the year 1932.

At the closure of the Idrija mine the power plant was taken over by the company Soške 
elektrarne and in the years between 1983 and 1985 it was refurbished and up-to-dated. The 
old dam on the Idrijca River was entirely refurbished. There two water cushions for the 
automated regulation of the stemmed water level are built-in. The power plant with the old 
equipment is still operating. The HPP Marof received in the year 1999 the Award of the 
Commune of Idrija for the best set-up and managed industrial facility.
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